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; followed by the objective utilized during the remaining two years.
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~ FINAL EVALUATION OF AREA PREP TENTERS INCLUDING

THIRD YEAR REPORT 1973-74

Introduction

The Area Prep Centerg, funded by E.S.E.A. Title III, completed its third
ané final year of operation in June 1974. This project was initiated during the
first semester, 1971. The third year culminated this activity, and it was
terminated in'June, 1974 as an E.S.E.A. Title III funded project. -The
Application for Continuation Grant was submitted in both 1972 and 1973 and both
were approved for theﬂsecond and third year of funded operation.

The basic concept of the original proposal, for funding under Public
Law 89-10, as amended Title III Elementary and Secondary Education Act, remained
unchanged throughout the three years that this program has operatéh. .

The primary purpose of the project Area High School Prep Centers was to

meet the expressed need for a more complete and continuous program of high school

IS R

orientation for eighth grade students about to matriculate into high school. 1In
order to achieve the objectives of the Prep Centers as ex;ressed in the primary
purpose a wide range of éersonnel was involved in this program. These .personnel
included elementary and high school teachers, school counselors, administrators,
parents, and community representatives along with the students.
The need for more adequate preparation éf eighth grade students for their

high school experience was originally identified by the Area Associﬁfe Superin-
tendents of the Chicago Public Schools. The expressed negd was further supported

by the District Superintendents, principals throughoht the city, Bureau of Pupil

Personnel and Human Relations representatives, Community Education Councils in
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the target areas, Parent-Teacher Associations, the United Concerned Parents,

Teachers, Citizens, Organizations of the West Side, the Puerto Rican Congress, and

3

? non-public school personnel.

Freshman counselors indicated in a survey conducted by members of the

writing committee that incoming beginning high school students had many

-

apprehensions about entering the ninth grade. The cdncerns actually centered on
A . £y

insufficient knowledge about the educational programe offered beyond the eighth

grade in the Chicago Public Schools. The lack of knowledge by students focused

u\) ]
’

on factors associated with building size, complexity of the curriculum, wide vari-
ety of backgrounds among their fellow students, student—teaché?i:;unse1or

relationships, and knowledge about co-cqgricular programs. Much concern was
~——t ! X
expressed about the knowledge students Aad*about careers. If the students had
¥
firm ideas about different occupations, their high school program could very well

become more meaningful and goal directed.. These concerns were in part a r;sponse
of increased interest in attendidg high school by students, accentuated geo~
graphical and social mobility, greater awareness by minorities about educational
opportunities, and increasingly greater value given to obtaining a quality
education.

<

Additionally, iInterests in the needs of ‘young adolescents, previously
4

neglected, have received incréased,natioﬁ31“3££fntion. As the youths attaih
C4
the 12-14 year old age range, they must learn to adjust to an increasingly
fluid and diffuse environment. They encoLnter a wide ‘range of academic knowledge

J in school; peers from different backgrounds play a greater role in their 1lives;

and the expectations on the part of adults, including professional educators,
change and become more complex. Educators are making great efforts to meet the
challenges that face young adolescents as they are about to enter high school.

The articulation from slementary school or the upper grade centers to high school

7 : N

——
P
N
/
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is é vital matter to-youth, é}tgPts and professional educators in Chicago. The .
survey ﬁy the freshman counselors along with the efforts of many other individuals
.nd groups too numerous to mention assisted in bringing the issue of high
school articulation for young adolescents to the forefront.
As an outcome of the. study by the groups referred to in the preceding
paragraph, a list of critical educational needs were identified.
a. A program directed at facilitating the transition

of eighth grade students from public and non-public
feeder schools to the public high school in a specific

~
4 attendance area;

b. An intensive and sustained program designed to motivate
students to complete their secondary education;

c.” A more effective means to develop greater parental
participation in the educative process;

d. Development of innovative teaching methods to aid
dnstructors in understanding the social issues that
affect the learning process;

e. An independent center to develop and implement programs

of activities designed to meet the critical educational
needs of sutdents in selected target areas.

The Project

Each of the three Chicago Public School districts organizational areas
(A, B, and C) established one model Area High School Prep Center. The three high
schools participating in this program were Morgan Park High (Area A), Farragut
High (Area B), and Senn High (Area C). The respective feeder elementary schools
of each of the three high schools enrolled eighth graders at the Area Prep Center.
Students from non-public elementary schools who plannad to enter any one of the three
target high schools were designated for this pilot program of Prep Centers by
the respective Area Associate Superintendent of Schools. The selection Qf the
specific school was based on the expressed needs and interests of étudehts,

parents, teachers and interested citizens of the community. The

11




by organizational area.

program all three years.

Table 1

schools which participated in this project are listed on Table 1, 2, and 3

It is noted that most schools participated in the

Area A Feeder Schools for Prep Center

Public Schools

Barnard
Clissold

Esmond

Green

Kellogg

Mount Greenwood
Shoop

Sutherland
Vanderpoel

Nonpublic A

Chirist the King
St. Barnabas

St. Cajetan

St. John Fisher

Table 2

Area B Feeder Schools for Prep Center

Public Schools

Bryant
Burns
Corkery
Gray
Hess
Magellan
Mason

MeCormick
Penn
Shepherd

Spry
Whiiney

Honpublic

Our Lady of Perpetual Help




-

restated objectives were approved and maintained for the second and third
years of the project. The objectives specifically identified the accountability

phases of the program for the outside evaluators.

5
Table 3
Area C Feeder Schools for Prep Center
Public Schools Stone
Swift
Brennemann Trumbull
Goudy
Hayt Nonpublic
LeMoyne
McCutcheon - St. Ita
Peirce St. Thomas of Canterbury
Stéckton 1
|
Objectives of the Project ;
‘ |
The objectives of this E.S.E.A. Title III funded program remained !
substantially the same over the three-year duration of the project. However, 1
the objectives were restated to provide more refined measurability when the %
second application for continuation grant was submitted for approval in 19 72.The:
1
i
|
I
|
|
l
!
|

Both the original (first year) and restated objectives (second and
third years) objectives are list:d below. Six objectives were formulated to
provide the guidelines and goals f~r the successful and measurable operation |
of the Area Prep Centers program. In each case the Yrestated and final objective i

|

1

- is presented first and followed by the original objective whi~h was in operation }
during the first year of the project. |

1. The pupil will demonstrate that he has developed a i

sense of harmony and interdependence among students - o

from a variety of feeder elementary schools in the /// |
i

|

i

|

|

|

target area by checking more positive answers on the
post~test student questionnaire than on the pre-test

v

13




questionnaire.

Original Objective:?

To promote a sense of harmony and interdependence
among students from a variety of feeder elementary
schools in the target attendance area through
combined classes for twe and three periods of time.

Parents and feeder-school teachers will obtain information
and knowledge about the local high school intended to
facilitate the children's transition from elementary to
high school. More than one~half of the responses by
parents and feeder-schonl teachers wiil be positive on
items in a questionnaire designed to evaluate this
objective.

A

Original Objective:

To facilitate the transition from elementary to high
school by initiating student, parent, and teacher
contact among high school feeder schools.

The parents and teachers will demonstrate that they have
increased their effectiveness in guiding pupils to make
the adjustment to high school by checking more positive
answers on the post—attitudinal survey than on the pre-
survey.

Original Objective:

To increase the effectiveness of parents and teachers
in guiding children in making the adjustment to high
school through cooperative participation in educational
activities.

The student will demonstrate knowledge of available career
opportunities by checking 75 percent of the correct responses
on a career knowledge test.

Original Objective:

To stimulate student interest in a variety of job
opportunities through exposure to available vocational
and occupational programs.

Parents will demonstrate knowledge of activities at the

Prep Center and their children's attitudes and awareness

of the local high scheol and its curricula through their ‘ -
direct participation in center activities and/or feedback

from their children. Parents' responses will take the
' form of oral communication to center staff or the




completion of a written questionnaire specifically
designed for the purpose.

- Original Objective:

To improve the communication process among parents,
- students, and teachers through mutually-attended
classroom workshops that are devoted to an
_ examination of the personal and social problems
that affect students' success in school.

6. Progress will be made toward developing a model center
in each area, applicable to and expandable to other
communities and school districts. A measure of this
progress will be gained from a questionnaire designed
for the purpose and administered to members of the
Center Advisory Council, Center coordinators, teachers,
teacher aides, and participating high school counselors.

Original Objective:

To develop a model center in each area that will be
applicable to and expandable to other communities and
school districts.

General Operating Procedures

Each Area Prep Center accommoda t ed eighth grade students from feeder

schools listed in Tables 1, 2, and 3. The pupils attended the Area Prep '
Center for a three-week session. Each session at a Prep Center enrolled one
class from each of three feeder schools with an appfoximate enrollment of 90 to
100 students per session. Each feeder scheool provided a teacher for the
session and as many as ten parents participated in various parts of the
instructional prvgram during a session.

It was decided to operate the sessions for three weeks after th;

- first year. During the first year of funded operation, one center (Aréa B)
accommodated three classes of approximately thirty students and three teachers
for three weeks per session; while Areas A and C held each session for two
weeks, This provided one acadenic year for a "time in Center comparison" of

-

, two vs. three-week perjods (adequacy of program coverage). Recommendations

-~

from center coordinators, Center teachers, aides and feeder school teachers

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




indicated a strong disposition toward having three-week sessions. . The se¢ssions
-

of this duration provided more time for the adequate study. Additionally, this
longer session enabled students to gain greater confidence and facility to

\
interact with students from other schools. Data collected~3uring the first year

of funded operation supported these recommedEEEEjns as did the conclusions drawn

by the outside evaluators. ¢

.
-

The participating eighth graders were bussed to and from their assigned

centers. They were accompanied by their building teachers. The three feeder

schooi classes were regrouped at the centers to create new classes so that

students from all three schools were in each class. This procedure aliowed e1ich

child.increased opportunities to interact with fellow students from the othe: two

schools. This assimilation permitted much more free social and intellectual

exchange which permitteq them to gain experience in working and living with

students from backgrounds other than that available in their own school classes.
These classes began 9:15 daily, which allowed students, teachers and

participating parents sufficient time to travél by bus from the feeder schools

to the centers. étudents returned to their home schools at 2:00 p.m. for the final

instructional period and dismissal. The pupils remained at ihe center for their

lunch period except on occasion when they had their noon meal at the {ield location.

£

Center Staff
During- the first year of operation, each of the three centers was
provided with the following staff for-the execution of its functions.

overall responsibility for the functioning
of the center.

Center Coordinator:

served as the team leader for the
instructional program.

Center Teacher:

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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Center Teacher-Aide: assisted the teachers in preparing and
supervising learning activities and

\
worked with parents involved in the
on—going program.
Center Clerical Help: ’ maintained office records, correspondence,
B4

and typed.

During the second and third year of operaiion the staffing organization
underwent minor changes. Area B had the coordinator and center Teacher as its
permanent staff. The other two areas had clerical help funded from other sources.
Only Area A had a teacher aide. Lack of funds was the factor associated with the
change in the staffing oréanization at the three centers.

Success of the Area Prep Centers could obviously be attributed to many
factors, bug certainly one of them could be the small turnéver of the core staff
(center coordinators and center teachers) at the three centers. At Area A, the
Center Coordinator has held the position for the last tw% yvears of the project.

Otherwise, the staff remained the same. This also would indicate to the cutside

evaluators that the morale factor was high because of the excellent cooperation

and support the Center received from the Department of Government Funded Programs,

local schools, parents and students.

Program Activities

The Area Prep Center programs focused on offering eighth graders an
opportunity to participate in an intensive three-week session in preparation for

high school. As stated in the Chicago Principals Reporter (Spring 1973),

(p. 16), "Not a Parent Interview Day, but a full three weeks of high sclhool
prepareness_activities are provided for eighth graders of the feeder schools of
three Chicago high schools. Using both traditional and innovative activities
designed to provide a comprehénsive and sustained program of orientation, the
Area High School Prep Centers are bridging the gap between elementary and high

schools."

17
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At each center, the instructional program included a continuation of
the regular academic curriculum extending the fundamental skills in English,
mathematics, and social science. A special urban studies component involved
selected field class experiences in support of academic instruction in
order to broaden students' understanding of the local community and its
relation%hip to the total metropolitan community. The academic instruction
served as a basis to develop an expanded curriculum. The total curriculum
allowed the students to explore the community in which they live and the high
school in which they will enroli. The program with its emphasis of understand-
ing the community was given a personal emphasis for the students with the study
of careers and occupational information. This enabled the pupils to
understa;d their relationships with the community and, specifically, with their
high school program.

A film library, focusing on career education, has been established at
each of the centers. Extensive use of visual aids helped the stddents gain a
wider pérspective of knowledge than they were learning. bThe utilization of media
was instrupent ; in developing a better organized curriculum over the thrée-week
period of each session.

To implement the innovative program of thé Area Prep .Center concept,
flexibility was a key factor in the instructional program at each of the centers.
The needs of the student within each community were held péramount in the
instructional program. This flexibility also allowed for a continuous development
of instruction which met the students' needs and interests.

To gain a greater understanding of the local high school, the eighth
graders visited freshman classes in order to acquaint themselves with the dynamics

of the institution. High school counselors and teachers were always available

for both student and parent group guidance. Special efforts were made to involve

i)

lo




11
students from the high school to show the Area Prep Center students extra-
curricular programs in order to encourage greater participation when the eighth
graders enter high school.

The program eméhaéized the necessity of understanding their high school
education as part of maturing and developing in a community which included
businesses, government agencies, health care facilities, Eommunity organizations
and the people who live within the particular environs. One response to this
effort to gain a community perspective toward their educational program was
field trips. The tribs served many purposes. They provided opportunities to
observe the work world in order to gain a more realistic perception of their
own careers. They visited agencies which are concerned with assisting
people with a multitude of problems. The trips also met the goal of
allowing the students to view many parts of the city of Chicago not readily
available to most of the children participating in the Area Prep Center program.

Human relations consultants worked with the staff and teachers at
each <enter to develop procedures to meet the needs and concerns of the students
from the various feeder schools. Teacher—parent-student seminars were conducted
to prepare students for a smooth transition to high school, examining personal
and social problems that affect their success in school. Each center had an
Advisory Committee to assist in program planning. The projéct advisory council
assisted the project director in the development of overall direction of the

project to share ideas and information, and functioned as a prime disseminator

of project activities.

Evaluation Format

In addition to on-site visits, the outside evaluators constructed a
series of instruments to measure the various aspects of the Area Prep,Centers'

programs. The instruments were changed to some extent each year. At the end

‘ 14




of the first year (1971-72), the objectives, as previously stated had minor

revisions. To reflect these changes, several instrument revisions were completed.

At the end of the sccond year (1972-73), the instrument format had several minor

changes. The information listed on Tavles 4, 5, and 6 offer the reader four

sources of information.
1. Title of evaluation instrument;
2, the objectives tested by each of the instruments;
3. the administration schedule;
4. identification of the population who responded to each of
the instruments.
Changes in the instruments will be noted in the analysis of the findings.
The basic format of instruments developed.in 1971-72 were maintained over the
total time span of the project.
Immediately following tables 4, 5, 6 are the remainder of Tables 7
through 30. This‘'latter group of tables shows the data collected from the
respondents after table 30 on page 52. The chapter "Findings" will include an

analysis of the data in the tables.
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FINDINGS

Introduction

The tables that precede show the data that were collected over the
three-year period using instruments constructed specifically for this Title III
project. The format of the tables is based on the structure of the respective
instruments used for the study. Some of the instruments were developed to
measure more than one objective, so the ensuing discussion of each objective
will include an énalysis of data of more than one instrument.

The analysis of findings is organized on the basis of the six objectives

i of this program and the third year follow-up study of the Area Prep Center
students. The tables for all three years of the project are included in the
analysis. 1In the discussion of each objective, the original (first year)
objective is stated, followed by the objective utilized during the remaining
two years.

The three coordinators from each of the tﬂree Are; Prep Centers
obtained the data for this evaluation. The instéumehts were administered to
students, parents, feeder school teachers, and community personnel. The data
are presented in both raw numbers and percentages. The written analysis for
each table offers broadly scoped conclusions about the data, and points out
selected data which offer informative perspectives over the three~year period

of the project.

Objective One

The first year objective stated:

To promote a sense of harmony and interdependence among
students from a variety of feeder schools in the target
attendance area through combined classes for four-week
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periods of time.

The findings for this objective are first reported in Table 7, the
items in this table correspond to those in the instrument utilized to
measure the objective. This instrument was administered to
each group of students the first day they enrolled in their reéﬂé;tive Area
Yrep Center. |

An overall perusal of the results on Table 7:Indicated that the
students p;rceived their upcoming educational experience at the Area Prep
Centers &3 quite positive. The stndenfs were asked to respond to this instrument
as a post-test on the last day of their session (see Table 8). Again, as was
the case with the pre-test, the students perceived the Area Prep Center, as
a worthwhile educational experience. Their experiences at the center indicated
that the hopes they expressed on the pre~test (Table 7) were reinforced as
indicated by the post-test responses. For the purposes of this final report,
the findings on Tables 9 and 10 will be reported in the analysis of this
objecpive.

As previously noted, this first year objective was modified at the
first year to read: ’

The pupil will demonstrate that he has developed a sense of
harmony and interdependence among students from a variety of
feeder schools in the target area by checking more positive
answers on the post—-test student questionnaire than on the pre-
test questionnaire. ’

The instruments used to evaluate this objective during the 1972-73
school year were: 1) a pre-test administered the first day the students en-
rolled at the Prep Center; and, 2) a post-test given the last day of the
- students' Prep Center experience. The tables and the items within which

measure this objective are: 1) Table 11, "Student Reactions to the Prep Center

Program - Pretest” - items 1 through 7; and 2) Table 12, "Student Reactions

to the Prep Center Program" - items 1 through 7. The pre~ and post-test
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(items 1 throuéh 7, respectively) were identical in order to gain insights on
how students perceived the Prep Center and how Fhey reacted to their experience.

The instgpments consfructed to evaluate this objective during the
1973-74 school year were: 1) a pre-test administered to the students on the
initial day of enrollment at the Prep Center, and 2) a post-test given on the
concluding day of the students' Prep\Center Program., The tables and the items
utilized to measure this objectivg are: 1) Table 13, Student Reactions to
the Prep Center Program (Pre-test) - itemsg 2 through 6; and 2) Table 1@, Student
Reactions to the Prep Center Program - items 2 through 7. The pre-tast and
the post-test items (one through seven), respectively, were quite similar in
order to evaluate how students perceived the Prep Centersland their classmates;
both at the time of their initial contact and upon conclusion of their experience.

A broadly scoped view of the findings as reported by the students over
the three-year period of this project indicatesseveral significant results.

1. The students anticipated they would enjoy going to
school at the Area Prep Centers. This positive feeling
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was maintained through the sééﬁions as indicated. by the

results of the three post-tests.

2. The program at the Area Prep Centers was perceived by the
students during this period as a useful vehicle in easing
the t£ansition from eighth grade irto high school.

3. The overwhelming majority ;f the pupils believed that
students from different schools‘and varied ethnic back-
grounc’s interacted quite well. The concept of the Area

Prep Centers was in most cases the first contact that

youth had with groups composed of youth with widely varied




backgrounds. It appears obvious that this part of the

Area Prep Centers program did much to alleviate anxieties
about eighth graders matriculating in- high school.

4. The students, as a whole, enjoyed their visits to the local
high school as indicated by the results reported in Tables 7
through 14. The contact with high school pgrsonnel‘and
students was considered to be a very important factor in
the articulation of the eighth graders into high school.

5. This program also gave students opportunities to evaluate
the local high school, which was the building they visited,
as discussed in the preceding paragraph. Generally, they
felt their visits were bgneficial.

6. Aspreviéwed by the youth, parents gave strong support to
the Area Prep Center programs. It would appear plausible
that the enthusiasm of the youth about the program mirrored
the feelings expressed by parents.

7. Over the three-year period. the students were asked both on
the pre- and post-tests about their preference cf type of
school in which they would 1ike to enroll for ninth grade.
During the three-year duration, no discernible pattern became
evident. The proportion of youth who preferred a private school
before the session was smaller by the end of the session. The
percentage of pupils wanting to attend the local public high

~ school decreased slightly over the time span of this project.

- It is concluded that the goals as established in the statement of this
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objective were adequately met, . The students' perceptions of the Area Prep
Centers were, as a whole, moré positive after the session than prior to initial
enrollment, A most important factor in the success of any educational program
is the reaction of the studénts. Based on the data obtained during the
project, the students held a strongly favorable image toward the Area Prep

Centers.

0Ob {ective Two

The initial objective was skated as follows:
To facilitate the transition from elementary to high school
by initiating student, parent, and teacher contact among
high school feeder schools.
The data for the assessment of this first year objective were
obtained from three source§~-students, parents, and teachers. The parents were
encouraged to become involved in the development of each of the three Area Prep
Centers, The parents were sent a questionnaire (see Table 15) to find out
their views about the Prep Center programs, including items focusing on how they
perceived their children making the transition from eighth grade to high scheol.
Items 5, 6, 8, and 9 are most directly associated with the evaluation of this
objective.
On these four items, at least 85% of the parents responded favorably
to questions about the program. A slightly large proportion believed they did not
necessarily have adequate knowledge about the courses offered at the local high
school.,
The feeder school teachers responded quite favorably to those items
relating to this objective, Items 4, 10, and 11 on Table 17 were analyzed for
this objective, As observed from the results on the table, the majority of the

teachers responded favorably to the Area Prep Centers as a program which
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helped them understand the problem of articulation.

The issue of articulation from the elmentary school level to high
school is 4 major problem in the formal education of adolescents. The first
year results as shown on the instruments used in this project indicate that
students, parents, and teachers believe the Prep Centers were quite éuccessful
in meeting this problem and those factors specifically mentioned in Objective
Two.

The second version of this objective as written during the spring
of 1972 states:

Parents and feeder school teachers will obtain information
and knowledge about the local higbh school intended to
facilitate the children's transition from elementary to
high school.

. For the 1972~73 year, the data was derived from two sources:
1. The teachers were asked to react to Objective Two in the

=N

post-test, "Teachers' Views Avout the Prep Center" on

two items, 6 and 7 (Table 19).
2. The parents responded to queries on the "Parental Views

of the Prep Center Program" - Post-test, items 6 through

12 (Table 21).
The results indicated that the parents perceived the Area Prep Center
Program very favorably (See Table 21). Nearly 85% of the parents believed
that they had adequate knowledge about the course offerings in the high school
after their child had attended the Prep Center. Over 80% ;eported that their
youngster had shown increased interest in high school since attending the
center. This is a most critical factor for an awareness of high school and

its programs by eighth graders will facilitate a good beginning in their

secondary school career. The unit on careers received overwhelming support
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from the parents as would be expected.

To study the feeder school teachzrs' reactions to this objective,
attention was shifted to the results on items 6 and .J on Table 19. Approximately
70% of the instructors believed that the concept of the Area Prep Centers would
help the students participate in their elementary school-high school articulation.
About the same ﬁroportion of instructors agreed with this concept during the
first year. Over 70% of the feeder school teachers believed that the academic
curricula at the Prep Center was beneficial in hel;ing the students to improve
their preparation for high school.

The third year of the program saw this objective evaluated in terms
of the following two sources of information. T

1. The parents responded tou items on the "Pareatal Views of
the Prep Center" as shownlon Table 23 - items 1 and 3.
2. The teachers were asked to react to Objective Two in the
"Teachers' Views About the Prep Center' on items 2, 3,
and 4. (Table 22)
As was the case during the first two years of the project, teachers gave strong
support to the concept of the Area Prep Centers.

In evaluating this objective, our attention is directed to the views
qf the feeder school teachers about the program of the Area Prep Centers as a
means of facilitating elementary school-high school articulation. On the three
items selected to evaluate this objective, the mentors reported an overwhelming
support for the art;culation factor as it related to the Area Prep Centers
Program.

To further elaborate, as shown on Table 22, approximately 907 of the

feeder school instructors believed that the "...students have a better understanding

of the roles of high school counselors since they have completed their Area Prep
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Center experience.'" Nine-tenths (89.80%) of the teachers believed ﬁhaé the
visits by the students to the local high school facilitated the youngsters
understanding of the educational program offered. The teachers were asked this
critica1~overa11 qqgstion: "Genierally speakiqg, do you believe that the Prep
Center activities Qill help facilitate the students' transition from elementary
to high school?" Over ninety-five percent of the teachers gave an affirmative
response to this query.

To turn to parental imput during the third year of the project (See
Table 23), slightly over 93% felt that the program had ach'eved this goal.
Closely related to this query, was the question stated as follows: "Do you

believe that your child benefited from the visits that he made to the high

school while enrolled at the Prep Center?” Nearly nine-tenths (88.64%) responded

favorably to the item. This is about the same proportion as was indicated
in the previous two annual evaluations made for this project.

To offer 3 view from the&vantage pbint of the three years of the
program, it would appear that parents and teachers believed that the Area Prep
Centers were a sound means of gaining “nowledge about the local high school.
This was further reflected with the feéling that the students were similarly
benefiting from this educational experience within the scope of this objective.
The results show that each year, the Area Prep Centers received strong support
from students, parents{ and teachers as an educational program to foster

articulation into high school.

Objective Three

This objective was structured as follows during the first year:

To increase the effectiveness of parents and teachers in
gulding children in making the adjustment in high school
through their cooperative participation in educational
activities. )
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Information on this objective was gained from students on Tables 11
and‘12: th is noted on both' tables that a greater percentage of youth were
aware of pafenéal views after they had attended the Area Prep Center. On the
other hand, a higher proportion of respondents claimed in the post-test
(Table 12) that they seldom talked with their parents about high school plans.

The students also devweloped a more positive attifude toward the Pfep
, Centers once they were in attendance. The youth felt that the field trins were
most worthwhile. However, student views toward school programs and extra—
curricular activities changed little on the basis of pre- and post-test results.
It appears in general that the students were more favorably disposed toward the
Area Prep Center after their emrollment than prior to this time.

For the second and third years, Objective Three was written in the
follow%ng manner: |

_

The parents and teachers will demonstrate that they have
increased their effectiveness in guiding pupils to make

the adjustment to high school by checking more positive

answers on the post-attitudinal survey than on the pre-

survey.

The second year of the program saw the information for this objective
gained from four sources. |

1. Table 11, "Student Reactions to the Prep Jenter Program -
Pre-test" gave the students' reactions. This objective was
concern;d with items 8.through 13:

2. Table 12, "Student Reactions to the Prep Center Program -
Post-test" gave the students' views after attending the
three-week session. This objective was concerned with
items 8 through 13. .

3. Table 18, "feachers' Views About the Prep Center - Pre-test”

presented the results of the questionnaire aduwinistered the
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first day of the Prep Center session in which the mentor
was teaching.

4. Table 19, "Teacﬁers' Views About the Prep Center - Post-~
test" was the third source of information. Items 1 through
3 were directed at this objective.

The distussion of the results of this objective as to students' views
will center on the data listed on Tables 11 and 12. Slightly over 90% of the
youth on the first day ot enrollment claimed to know tte reason for atteniing
the Area Prep Center. The post-test indicated that the same proportion of
the pupils believed they knew the purpose of their Prep Center attendance.by the
last day of their three-weck session. (See item 8 on Tables 11 -nd 12.) The

———

other items indicate a supportive attitude expressed by the st students above the
Area Prep Center. -~
The,teachers' reactions to the Area Prep Centers were more positive
during theé second year of operation than was the case during the first year.
Once the teachers were at the Area Prep Centers, their attitude toward the
program iamproved.
During the third year, Objective Three data were derived from the
followiné sources: |
1. Table 13, "Student Reactions to the~§rep Center Frogram -
Pre-test." This objective was cohcerned with items 1, 8,
9, an’ 10. \ .
2. Table 14, "Student Reactions to the Prep Center Program’—'
Post-test.'" As was the case with Table 13, the items
constructed to measure this objective were 1, 9, 10, 11,
ard 12.

3. Table 22, "Teachers Views About the Prep Center." Items 1

and 5 through 12 were directed at evaluating this objective.

Q (;i)
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The results from these sources were similar to previcus yeatrs., The
students perceived the local high scho?l %ﬁ a favorable light., The proportion
vho did not like the high school remained relatively constant through the
three years of the Area Prep Center Program, This percentage is actually low
considering the fact that a certaia proportion anticipate going to schools
other than the local high school,

The students during the three-year time span of the program believed
that they increased their understandiug of the local high school. The unit
on careers also gave them an improved perspective of their future educational
plans-and goals,

. A perusal of data as indicated on Table 22 shows that the feeder
school teachers who participated in the Area Prep Cenier's proéram overwhelmingly
agreed that their experiences were most worthy, Obviously, éhe students are
the major concern in any program, and the first item was conéerned with this
factor, Forty-six of forty-nine teachers believed that the pdpils from the
different elementary schools adjusted quite well with each other, Nearly 80%

_of the teachers during the third year believed that the program allowed and )
encouraged innovative approaches to teaching. The findings reported in this
paragraph are supported by the findings during the second year of the program.
As discussed earlier, the attituée of the teachers toward the Area Prep Centers
improved over the views held the first year.

It was decided during the third year of the program to ask those teachers
who taught at the Area Prep Centers for the first time questions pertaining to
their initial teaching experience. They were asked to respond t» three items,

Item 10, Table 22 queried: ''Do you believe the objectives of the Prep Center were .

effectively communicated?" Only four teachers of 85 did not answer with a "yes,"

Y
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Eighty-two ' of eighty-nine feeder school teachers believed that the vocational
information was satisfactory. Lastly, this critical question was posed: ''Did

you gain,additionél information about the programs offered at the high school

while you were ;eaching at the Prep Center?" Again, nearly unanimous support )
was found to this query by the first time teachers.

The findings indicate teacher and student support of the Axea Prep

Centers program as it relates to this objective.

Objective FTour

The unit on occupational and career opportunities was designed to
help the students gain scme insights into the world of work. This educational
experience provided a line toward a better understanding of the community in
which the youth live and their goals and aspirations for the future as they
enter high school. The career opportunities unit would hopefully enable the
students to gain increased direction as they plan their high school programs.

The professional staff at each center developed a common core of
occupational information for the instructional program. From this common
core, a test was constructed which was admi;istered at the end of each session.
This cognitive instrument sought to measure a sample of common knowledge taught
at all three centers. In addition to teaching a common core of occupational -
and career opportunities knowledge, the professional staff at each center
formulated a curriculum tailored for the specific needs of the student based on
the communities in which they reside.

For the first year of the program, the objective was expressed as
follows:

To stimulate .student interest in a variety of job opportunities
through exposure to available vocational and occupational programs.

71
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This objective was reformulated for the second and third vears of the
program by stating it in the more specific framework of a criterion-referenced

evaluation.

The student will demonstrate knowledge of available career

opportunities by checking 75% of the correct responses on
a career knowledge test.

To pursue the results of the findings during the first year, it is noted
on Tables 24 and 24-A, the emphasis was directed to an understanding of the
educational needs of specific occupations. It is observed on Table 24 that the
students were to select the three occupations in which they were most interested.
After this selection, they were to check the most appropriate educational levels
needed to gain entrance into the selected occupatiéné. On Table 24, all students
were asked to respond similarly to the more common occupations as selected by the
professional staff. Overall, it was noted that, as a whole, the youth ywere
quite accurate in their knowledge about the amount of education needed for se_f
selected occupations.

To obtain che information reported in Table 24, the staff at each
center focused on 10 to 12 occupations and the students studied each to some
detail. As noted on the table, an emphasis was placed on the amount of education
nee :d for the specific occupations. Again, it appeared that the responses

indicated a good understanding of the educational levels needed for the specific

occupations. S ———

Through all three years of the program, a wide spectrum of instructional
procedures were utilized. This utilization included field trips, wide usage of
audio—yiSual materiAIS, guests from various occupational areas, discussion among
students about jobs, and a wide selection of resource materials. The students
were motivated to direct their attention to gaining in-depth understanding of

specific occupations. This would provide greater insights toward understanding
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this relationship to the work world.

As indicated by an observation of Tables 25 and 26, the measuring
instruments for the second and third years of the Area Prep Centers program
were nearly identical. As indicated by the objective covering this period
of time, information about gaining information about the work world gained
greater emphasis than during the first year. Also, a criterion-referenced goal
of 75% correct responses was established bx the objective. Table 25, indicated
that during the second year of the program, eight of 12 items were correctly
answered by at least 75% of the responses. On one other item, 74% of the
responses were answered correctly. - The following year has witnessed about
the same level of achievement as indicated by seven of 12 items having reached
the desired goal of correct responses made by 75% of the population. On two
additional items, at least 72% of the responses ywere marked correctly. It is
interesting that the location for isst .ng social security cards provides the
youth the greatest amount of difficulty in answering correctly. Overall, the
students pave a good accounting of themselves cn the basis of this cognitive

test.

Objective Five

The initial Objective Five was stated as follows:
To improve the communication process among parents, students,
and teachers through mutually attended classroom workshops that
are devoted to an examination of the personal and social problems
that affect students' success in school.
Data to evaluate this objective during the first year were obtained from
Table 15, items1l, 2, 3, 4 and 10. Eleven of 14 items on Table 16 (excluding
items 2, 4, and 10, which were analyzed in the discussion of Objective Two), were

used to evaluate this objective.

The overwhelming majority of parents felt they had good communication
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with the Prep Centers. They believed, as a group, that their children were

finding the Prep Center a useful means of adjusting’to high school.
The feeder school teachers, when responding to items about Objective
Three, gave strong backing to the Prep Center programs as was the case with
the responses for Objective Two. To point out more specific information on
Table 15, over 80% of the instructors felt that the étudents from the various
feeder schools adjusted quite well to each other. Approximately the same
proportion perceived the transporting of the students to the centers as a
satisfactory arrangement. Three-fourths of the instructors believed the
discipline was as good or even better than at their feeder school. This result
again supports the view that the students from various schools seemed to adjust
quite well in educational settings that differed somewhat from the familiar setting
of their own school.
oY
The remaining two years saw the Fifth Objective written thus:
Parents will demonstrate knowledge of activities at the
Prep Center and their children's attitudes and awareness
of the local high school and its curricula through their
direct participation in center activities and/or feedback
| from their children. Parents' responses will take the
§ form of oral communication to center staff or the completion
’ of a written questionnaire specifically designed for the
[ purpose.

For the second year the data were obtained from Tables 20 which was a
pre-test given to parents the first day of enrollment at the Prep Center.
Additional data were reported in Table 21 which was a post-test given to
parents near the end of their child's Prep Center session.

The findings in Objective Five during 1972-73 indicated that the
]

E attitudes of parents were favorable to the Prep Center concept. Even though the

proportion of parents who actively participated in Area Prep Centers was limited,

they generally felt comfortable with their knowledge of the activities in the

program,
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On the pre-test (Table 20), it is observed that a low of 80% to a high
of 927 of the parents selected the positive responses to the items in the pre-test.
This highly favorable response set indicated that the parents felt quite satisfied

- with their children's attitudes and awareness of high school before they entered
the Area Prep Center Program. On the post-test (Table 21), the pare‘ts were
again asked to respond to the same items they answered three weeks previous on
the pre-test. The positiYe responses were evenlof higher proportions than on
the pre-test. Approximately 90% of the responding parents viewed the Area Prep
Center Program toward achieving the goals stated in Objective Five as quite
satisfactory.

The information for Objective Five for the 1973-74 school year is shown
in Table 23 and includes items 2, 4, 5, 6, and 7. The format and administration
of this instrument were discussed with the analysis of Objective Two. The perusal
of the results shown on this table and specifically at those items which are to
be discussed for this ohjective indicated overwhelming support for the Area Prep
Centers Program by the parents. TFor this Objective Five a high of 95.88% to a
low of 74.077 of the parents selected the positive responses.

The parents all during the time of the Area Prep Centers project
appeared quite pleased with their child's educational experience. Their

willingness to support this activity did much to strengthen the program over the

entire scove of three years.

Objective Six

The first year objective stated:
To develop a model center in each area that will be
applicable to and expandable to other communities and
school districts,

| The instrument used to obtain information and to analyze the findings
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and attainment of Objective Six is first reported in Table 27. The 20 items

in this table correspond to those in the instrument. This instrument was
administered to: 1) clenter coordinators, 2) permanent center teachers and
aides, 3) high school counselors, and 4) the local Prep Center Advisory Council.
These groups of individuals responded to the survey instrument entitled, "School
and Community Views About the Prep Center Program" (see Appendix A).

In order to determine the extent which the goal of developing model
centers for other educational centers to study, it was necessary to construct
and ask pertinent questions of the individuals who have worked most closely
with tbe Area Prep Centers during the past year such as the groups named in the
preceding paragraph. The instrument was shortened and used without further
modification for the last two years of funded operation.

An overall perusal of the results as showa in Table 27 strongly
indicates a most supportive attitude about the Area Prep Center program, In
fact, the respondents to the questionnaire, as a combined group, were of the
opinion that the Area Prep Center concept should be even more extensive and
wider in scope. For example, more than one-half belieycd the program in the
cen;ers should have more extensive parent:! and community involvement.,
Approximately one-fourth were of the opinion that the feeder school students
should have more extensive contact with the community agencies. About one-
fourth believed that the sessions should be longer in time than the designated
two and three weeks allotted the first year. Also, approximately one-half of -
the respondents believed that more student involvement with the local high
schools was needed in order to better meet the goals of the Area Prep Centers,

For the purposes of the third y.2r and final report, the results as *
seen in Tables 28 and 29 will be reported in the analysis of Objective 6.

The modified version of tnis objective, as written at the conclusion of the

70
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of the first year of funded operation (1971-72), reads as follows:

Progress will be made toward developing a model center in
each Area, applicable to and expandable to other communi-
ties and school districts, A measure of this progress

will be gained from a questionnaire designed for the purpose
and administered to members of the Center Advisory Council,
Center coordinators, teachers, teacher aides, and participat-
ing high school counselors,

As stated earlier, the modified form of the first instrument was used
to assess the attainment of this variable for the last two years, 1972-73 and
1973-74. The instrument was distributed to the respondees the last month of
each academic year,

A broadly scoped examination of the findings, as reportad by five
grovgs over the three-year period, indicated several significant results,

) 1. Individuals who worked closely with this program believed that
the objectives of the Area Prep Centers were being met,

‘2. All segments of the program, from student adjustment to the
quality of the academic program offered, received strong support of Prep
Center personnel and advisory councils,

3. This affirmative perception of the Area Prep Center programs
would indicat9 that they believe the philoséphy and operation of this project
could well sgrve as a mode!l for cther educational bodies to study.

4. There was an overwhelming viewpoint that the youth have gained
a valuable input about their local public high schools,

5. The Prep Center Program provided a needed background of informa-
tion and experiences in preparation for high school enrollment.

€&, Two critical factors associated with the success of this project

received almost unanimous vote of confidence:

a, The Prep Center Program enhanced the student's understunding

of high school.
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b. Students from the different feeder schools adjusted to each
other quite well.

7. On most items, 75% of the personnel believed that the goals of the
Area Prep Centers were being adequately met, |

8. A minority of personnel believed that increased student contact
with the high school would be desirable.

9. More interaction among students at the Area Prep Center was
viewed as a desired outcome,

10. Approximately 407 of the respondents called for greater parental
and community involvement.

‘the affirmative support given by the personnel associatod with the

. Area Prep Centers indicated that goals of this program are being met and that

the philosophy and operatian of this project could serve as a model for other

educational bodies to study and implement.

Follow-up Study

«The professional staff and the outside evaluators believed that a
follow-up survey should be conducted of the students who matriculated during
the first two years of the program. It was decided that a survey instrument
would be administered during the second semester of the 1973-74 school year,
The purpose of the instrument was to ascertain how the students perceived
their Area Prep Centers experience after they had enrolled in high school.
The instrument‘was developed by the outside evaluators. The director and
che professionals of the Area Prep Centers evaluated, restructured, and
approved the final form of the instrument used for the follow-up. As shown

on Table 30, the 12 question opinionnaire was titled "Prep Center Program

Follow-up," The items ranged over the scope of educational practices and




issues-included in the gix gbjectives of the project.

As observed on Table 30, the respondents were classified by grade
level; namely, freshman and sophomore, The combined results are also included
in the table, The instrument was administered to ghe former Area Prep Center
students in their respective high schools. To make an obvious point, only
those students who participated in the program for the first two years of the
program were included in the population. A further limiting factor was that
those former Prep Center students not enrolled in any one of the three
participating local high schools were not part of this follow-up.

To analyze the findings point by point, it is observed that about 70%
of the students maintained friendships first developed at the Prep Center. As
expected, a greater proportion of freshmen responded with a "yes'" to the first
item, It is>interesting to note on item 2 that about the same percentage of
youth responded in an affirmative manner both as Prep Center and high school
students on the matter of the interaction of youth from varied backgrounds,

In this follow-up, we observe that three-fourths of the students
believed their Prep Center experience helped them get acquainted with the high
school. When they were attending the Prep Center, greater optimism prevailed,
However, the students are now in the day-tu-day milieu of a complex educa-
tional setting and they have gained coasiderable "moxy" since leaving the
eighth grade. Observe further, that the freshmen respond more favorably. By
the time they are sophomores, the youth feel more self sufficient and feel that
acceptance and achievement are largely their own doing.

The outside evaluators view the 53% who are participating in extra-
class activities as a favorable proportion, The Prep Center program did
encourage student investigation of the extra-class activities as part of their

visiting program of the hig! school. This may have led to an increased
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awareness on the part of thesyouth about these activities., It is well-known
that few youth who participate in extra-class activities drop out of school.
It also provides an opportunity for strong peer support. Educators would hope
for a -higher percentage, but it is often difficult to obtain a greater degree
of participation in the large city school setting.

The study of careers in the Area Prep Centers was a popular part of
the program, It was well received by students, parents, and teachers as
indicated by the findings reported earlier in the study. A higher proportion
of sophomores responded negatively to item 6, This might well be a reflection
of the changing interests of the adolescents as they grow older, Actually, the
Area Prep Centers unit on careers was exploratory in nature and was aimed at
getting students to become aware of the work world,

Item 12 is closely related to item 5 which was just discussed.
Approximately two-thirds of the youth believed the Prep Center Program gave
them better ideas of the work world operation., This is a slightly lower
proportion of positive responses than was reflected in item 5. 1t might be
observed that a follow-up careers program might be a useful program that could

build upon the Prep Center experience,

\
\

Item 6 is related to items 1 and 2, Again, the sophomores were more
apprehensive about their Prep Center experience as a means of improving
relationships with peers. Yet, it is good to note that 70% did feel that the
Prep Center program was beneficial in this critical, but often abstract, area
of educétional a:.d social growth,

"Wer2 the tuings you learned at the Prep Center useful in selecting
high school courses?" was item 7 on the questiomnaire, Slightly more than half

"n

of the sophomores responded witn 'yes,' though 627 of the freshmen reacted in

o
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in this manner. It is not c}ear'how much the selection of specific courses for
high school was stressed at the Prep Centers. However, a sizeable group
believed that the information provided did not particularly assist them in

this decision-making process.

The response to item 11 appéars to have a similar pattern to item 7,
The negative responses could be a reaction to the situation "as is" in the
high school, not of the Prep Center. Obviously, this is an unknown factor.
The negative proportion seems high, and increased contact by eighth graders
with high school personnel still appears‘as an initial factor,

It is noteworthy that over 907 of the students believed that eighth
graders would benefit from the Prep Center experience. It appears as if the
total picture of the Prep Cénters was perceived favorably by the students,

A minority may be critical of p-rt of che program, but the total educational
experience of any program is a core factor in evaluating the worthiness of

an endeavor. Good parental support was a feature of the Area Prep Centers for
all three years. The students generally beliecved (see item 10) that their
elders looked upon the program favorably,

The follow-up stydy did give the readers a good indication of how
students felt about their Prep Center after leaving it. Some findings were
interesting and do raise questions for further study. Yet, the findings
support the view that the Area Prep Center Program did indeed achieve many

goals to ease the articulation problems of the participants.
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Summary of Findings

The findings and conclusions offered in this evaluation are based on:

.

1. Data received in response to the instruménts analyzed in this
report, » .

2, Observation of Area Prep Centers. ‘

3. Meetings with personnel involved with the Area P?ep Centers,

4., Comparison witﬁ results found during the first, second, and

third years of operation,

The goals of the Area Prep Centers were formulated as srated by the
six objectives of this project. Findings pertaining to the six objectives
were analyzed and reported in the previous discussion. This analysis was
based on the-results of data collected by instruments specifically constructed
for the evaluation of the Area Prep Centers, All but one of the objectives
sought to ascertain the perceptions of the respondents, 'The exception,
Objective Four, was directed more at measuring the cognitive aspects of the -
vocational and career opportunities unit, - . -

Objective One sought input abqgt peer group .nteractions at the

.Area Prep Centers, Both before and after their Prep Centar experience, the
students exhibited confidence about their desire and ability to get a}ong with
peers from other schools, This positive confidence also existed when the youth
were asked about the relationships among youth from varying ethnic and éocial
backgrounds. The eighth graders in this study also believed the>Prep Center
experience would help them to adjust to the high school program, °

Ad justment to high school can be facilitated if the students have
opportynities to participate in high school acgivities and meet both the
students and educators, Basically, Objective Two was directed at this coicern.

Parents and feeder school teachers were asked to evaluate the Area Prep Centers'

s
b

*




effdrts to provide a transiticn from the eighth grade to high school for the

participating students. .

Parental support was actively encouraged for the youth were part of

an invcvative educational program. The findings indicated that, for the

three-year period, parents viewed the Area Prep tenters as a most useful

program for their child. aiﬁe unit on careers throughout the program period

had over 907 parental support. The Prep Centers were favorably perceived as

an effective articulation agency for aspiring high school freshmen, They

reported that their children exhibited a greater degree of interest in high

=1

school since attending the Prep Center,
Feeder school teachers overwhelmingly supported the Area Prep Centers
along with the children's parents, Support from the teachers grew each year.

. Familiarity with the program and opportunities to teach at the Prep Center

s

N

more than once'were factors associated with increasing sypport,

The third objective focused on the effective&;ss of the Area Preﬁ
Centers in hetping eighth graders adjust to high school. Most of the youth
had a positive outlook toward the local high school, and their participation
in higb school activities was generally viewed as a pleasant and useful

>

experience., The great majority of youth believed that they communicated quite
w2ll with parents on their Prep Center experience, ﬂ
Input wos also sought from the feeder schodl teachers and their
responses were strongly favorable. They believed that the human relations
. factor smong the youth was a'Bfﬁs in helping the youth adjust to each other&
and the high school, As might be expected, teacrers' responses indicated some

apprchension about the curriculum and the flexible features of the program,

but by the third vear tnis concern had decreased,

30




76

The eage with which the youth acclimate themselves to the high school
scene is iafluenced by the degree to which their future goals are clarified,

The cargér individuals select strongly affects human behavior., A knowledge
abouE’;ccupations would plausibly help the youngsters to establish a direction
in their high school program. The Area Prep Centers unit on careers was seen
4s a step toward helping the students develop an increased awareness of
occupations which in turn would offer them a greater sense of direction in
high school. The cognitive tests were constructed to ascertai; degree of
understanding of this area of knowledge. The first yeav test was aimed at
determining student knowledge about specific occupations., The test constructed
for the remaining two years of the program sought student understandings within
a more generalized context, The evaluators believed that the student gave a
satisfactory accounting of themselves based on the proportioﬁ of correct
responses on the tests over the three-year period,

Objective Five sought parental input about their impressions of the
operation of the three Area Prep Centers. They expressed confidence that the
Area Prep Center program facilitated the studeats' understanding of the
high school program,

Objective Six had as its central purpose to determine whether or not
the Area Prep Center program provided the basis for a model program for other
educational units, The results strongly indicate that the Area Prep Center
model may well provide the impetus for changes in other educational areas,
Highly affirmative support was given by the 1) Center coordinators, 2) ,
permanent center teachers and aides, 3) high school counselors, and 4) the
local Prej Center advisory council, The goals of the Area Prep Centers
were met,

The evaluators throughout the three years made on-site visits to the
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three Area Prep Centers. They met with the various perscnnel at the centers.
The students appeared interested in their tasks, and the relationship among
the children seemed most satisfactory. A widé variety of instructional
activities were observed. The morale of the staff and feeder school teachers
was by every indication very good. The permanent staff changed very little
over the three years which fostered a cot ¢inuous up-grading of the Area Prep
Centers' concept.

The physical facilities varied among the three Centers, but the staff
did a good job with adjusting to any limigations. Transporting the pupils
appeared as no major problem, though inconveniences were noted. The need for
flexible schedules in the program caused transporting problems at selected
times. The experienced permanent staff had built sufficient flexibility in
their programs and activities to adjust to changes as needed in a program.

The evaluators have always received full cooperation from the
Department of Government Fundad Programs. Those involved with the project have
done much to facilitate the evaluation of the Centers, and needed data and
information were efficiently forwarded to the evaluators.

The on-site visits indicated to the evaluators that the Area Prep
Center succeeded so well because a wide range of individuals were actively
supporting it. The excellent staff at each of the Centers received good back-up
support from the Department of Funded Programs, feeder school teachers, parents,
community personnel, and teachers. The '"'team" approach has operated well for
the benefit of the Area Prep Centers students.

The follow-up study was conducted the second semester of the 1973-74
school year. Those youth who were enrolled in one of the three local high

4

schools who had participatéﬁ in the Area Prep Ceuters' program were the

oo
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respondents in this study. Even though this population had been away from

the Prep Centers for some time, they generally viewed their experience at the
Centers helpful. Over 90% believed that this program should continue for the
eighth graders. On all questions, a good majority responded in an affirmative
manner. Most concern expressed was the amount of help the Prep Centers were in
the relation of courses and careers. In summary, the follow-up study does
affirm the view by the outside evaluators about the success of the Area Prep

Centers.

Conclusions

’ As the evaluators weighed the findings from the instruments con-
structed specifically for the Area Prep Centers project, rhe on-site visits
and the meetings with Department of Government Funded personrel, it is
concluded that many significant contributions were made by this program.

1. The Area Prep Centers provided a model for developing a
comprehensive articulation program for eighth graders entering high school in
the fall. To make a successful model, many practices were instituted which
involved intensive community involvement, career education, high school
visitation and participation, team instructional approach, and fostering of
human relations by students from various schools.

2. The career and occupations instructional program played an
important articulation function for eighth graders. The students studied
careers with a wide range of instructional aids which included field trips
and meetings with representatives from specific occupations, in addition to
the study of reading materials and use of audio-visuals. This unit certainly
should help the youth to gain some awareness of the work world, which is an

environment almost unknown to many youth.
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3. The faculty at the three local participating high schools werzs
involved in providing the student participants' activities and information
about life as a freshman. Counselors were available for the students to
answer questions about the high school. This contact provided a systematic
opportunity for the Area Prep Center students to gain first-hand and realistic
information about enrolling and being a student in the ninth grade.

4. The Area Prep Centers also provided elementary schools and upper
grade centers opportunities to work with articulation of their eighth graders.
The children's teachers had opportunities to work with students from different
schools. They observed how their :cudents met the challenges of relating and
studying with a wide range of peers. The teachers also had opportunities to
become part of a team using innovative educational approaches tc instruction.
Additionally, they gained a close contact with the local high school which
should improve their knowledge about the problems the youngsters face upon
graduation from the elementary school.

5. Fifth, the Area Prep Centers provided many opportunities for
community and parental involvement. The students visited many community agencies
covering the businecss, educational, professional, and religious spectrum. The
activities included having community members visit the students at the canter.
Parents participated via questionnaires and invitations to help and observe
at the Center.

6. The Are; Prep Centers presented students from elementary schools
with the challenge of interacting with students from various backgrounds within
an educational setting. It was hoped that this would have a meaningful carry-over
effect into high school. Results from the follow-up indicated that this goal

was a reality as perceived by a great majority of students.

8
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7. It would appear that a program including activities developed in
the Area Prep Centers program should be included in all high school programs.
An orientation to high school while the children are still in eighth grade
provides them with an opportunity to evaluate high school within the
security of still- being enrolled in their elementary or upper grade center
building, It is the recommendation of the evaluators that a coucerted effort
be made to institute the findings of the Area Prep Centers into the eighth

grade~high school articulation program,

C—.a
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AREA BIGH SCHOOL PREP CENTFRS DATE
TIUTLE 1VI, ESEA
CHICACO TURLYC SCHOOLS . AREA CENTER (CIRCLE): A B C

TEACHERS' VIEWS ABOUT THE PREP CENTER
Directions:
Do not put your name on this paper.

The purposs of this survey is to gain information about how you, as a
teacher at the Prep Center, viawed the program offered to the students.

* ® * * * * *

1. Do you believe that the students from tha different feeder schools
adjusted quite well with each other?

Yex
___No

2. Dc you believe the students have a betier understanding of the roles
of high school counselors since they have completod their Prep Center

experience?

Yes
No
3. Do you believe that the visits to the high school were useful in helping
the students better understand the programs and activitiea of the high
school?

Yes

No

4. Generally speaking, do you believe that Prep Center activities will help
facilitate the students' transition from elementary to high school?

Yes
No

5. Did your participation in tha Prep Center allow you greater opportunities
to try more flexible and veried instructional activities?

Yes
fNo

6. Did the bus trensportation cause. many problems?

Yes
No
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7. Wore the educational equipment and materials adequate and available for the
Prep Center program?

Yeo
No

——

8. Wil the curricula at the Prep Center be useful In helping students become
better -high school etudents?

Yes -
No .

9. Was this the first time you taught at a Prep Center?

Yes

———

No

If you answered this question no, do not answer the following question,

10. Do you believe the objectives of the Prep Center were effactively
communicated?

Yes

No
11. Were the materials on vocational information adequate and helpful?

Yes
No

12. Did you gain additional information about the programs offered at
the high school while you were teaching at the Prep Center.

Yes
No
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(0bj. 1, 3 pre.) DATE
AREA HIGH SCHOOL PREP CENTERS AREA CENTER (CIRCLE) A B C
TITLE IIX, ESEA ELEMENTARY SCHO9L:

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS

STUDENT REACTIONS TO THE PREP CENTER PROGRAM
Directions:

Do not put your name on this paper.

How do you feel about the Prep Center program? That is what
we would like you to tell us in this questionnaire. This is not a
test. You simply tell us how you feel about the Prep Center. Your
views will be useful in helping o improve the Prep Center program.

Read each question carefully. Answer every question by checking
the response(s) that most closely describe(s) your feelings.

* * * * * * * * * *

1. Do you know why you are attending the Prep Center?
Yes
No

2. Will you enjoy going to schocl at the Prep Center?
Yes .

No

3. Do you believe you will enjoy going to school at the Prep Center
with students from other schools?

Yes
No

4. Do you believe that students from other schools will treat each
other kindly and fairly?

Yes

No




(Obj. 1, 3 rre.)
5. Do you think that going to the Prep Center will help you to
get along with other students when you go to high school?
Yes
No ' )

6. Do you feel that students of different races or backgrounds
will treat you kindly and fairly?

Yes

No

7. I plan to attend:

1) Local public high school

2) Public vocatirnal high school

3) A parochial or private high sgchool
4) Other. Please specify

8. What type of program or courses do you hope to follow at the
high school you will attend?
1) General education program
2) Program for college preparation
3) Vocational education program
4) I don't know

9. What do you think of the local high school?

1) 1 think 1t is a great place.

2) I think it is OK.

3) I do not like the school.

4) I know little about the school.

10, How do your parents feel about your going to the local high school?
1) We frequently talk about jt.
2) It 1s just expected that I will go.

3) We seldom talk about xt,
4) I don't know.
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(Obj. 1, 3 Post) DATE

AREA HIGH SCHOOL PREP CENTERS AREA CENTER (CIRLCE) A B C
TITLE ITI, ESEA . ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

CHICAGO PURLTC SCHOOLS

STUDRENT REACTTONS TO THE PREP CENTER PROGRAM
»

Directions:

————— e s

Do not put your name on this paper.

How do you feel abocut the Prep Center program? That is what we
would like you to tell us in this questionnaire. This is not a test.
You simply tell us how you feel about the Prep Center. Your views will
be useful in helping to improve the Prep Center program.

Read each question carefully. Answer every question by checking
the response(s) that most closely describe(s) your feelings.

1. Do you know what the purposes of your attending the Prep Center
were?

Yes
__Nn

2. Did you enjoy going to school at the Prep Center?

Yes . .
No

3. Were you satisfied with most of the students from the other schools
while you were at the Prep Center?

Yes
No

4. Did students from othexr schools treat each other kindly and fairly?

Yeas
No

5. Do you think that going to the Prep Center will help you get along
better with other students when you go to high school?

Yes
No _ *

9
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Did you feel that the students of different rarea nr hackqg! nnda
treated yon kindly and fairly?

__ Ye=
_No
Were the things you learned and did at the Prep Center useful in
helping yon underatand your local high school better?

Yes
No

I plan to attend:

1) Local public high school
~2) Public vocational high school
3) A parochial or private high school
N 4) Other. Please specify _

What type of program or courses do you hope to follow at the high
school you will attend?

o 1) General education program
2) Program for college preparation
_3) Vocational education program

What do you think of the high school you vigited?

1) I think it is a great place.
. 2) I think it is OK.
) T do not like the school.

g o =

How do yonr parents feel about your going to the local hiah «ehenl?

—— 1) We frequently talk about it.
2) It is just expected that I will go there.
3) We seldom talk about it.
% I don't know.
Did you enjoy visiting a class at your local high school while
You were enrolled at the Prep Center?

Yes
N___No

Jo




(0bj. 2, 3, 5) ’ DATE

P

AREA HIGH SCHOOL PREP CENTERS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:

TITLE ITI, ESEA : S

CHICAGO PUBTTC SCHOOLS

PARENTAL VIEWS OF THE PREP CENTER PROGRAM
Directions:

Your child is enrolled in one of the High School Prep Centers. This
program_is supported by federal funds.: As part of the evaluation of the
program, parents are being asked to respond to this questionnaire. The
purpose of this inventory is to determine how parents feel about the
Prep Center program. Your cooperation in answering and returning the
questionnaire will L2 appreciated. Your views will help us to improve the
High School Prep Center program. Please have your child return the com-
pleted questionnaire to the Prep Center tomorrow. You need not put your
name on this paper. ' .

* ] * * * * * x * t

1. Do you think that your child has a better understanding of programs
and courses offered at the high school since going to the Prep Center
Yes * ,
No
{3
2. Do you believe that your child benefited from meeting children from
various schools enrclled at the Prep Center?

Yes
No
3. Do you believe that your child benefited from his visits that he made
to the high school while enrolled at the Prep Centex?

Yes
No

4. Do you think your child knows where to go to find information and hel
when he goes to high school? :

)

Yes
No

5. Do you believe that studying about oeccupations and careers at the
Prep Center is a good idea? ‘

Yes
No

36
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6. Do you believe parents are given anough opportunity to parti~ipate
in the Prep Center pro-ram?

Yes
No

7. Were you given adequate information about the activities of the
Prep Center your child is attending?

Yesg
No

9/73 () ){v
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(obj. 1, 3 Post) DATE
AREA HIGH SCHOOL PREP CENTERS AREA CENTER (CIRLCE) A B C
TITLE ITI, ESEA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

CHICAGO PURLIC SCHOOLS

STUDENT REACTTIONS TO THE PREP CENTER PROGRAM
Directions:

Do not put your name on this paper.

How do you feel about the Prep Center program? That is what we
would like you to tell us in this questionnaire. This is not a test.
You simply tell us how you feel about the Prep Center. Your views will
be useful in helping to improve the Prep Center program.

Read each question carefully. Answer every question by checking
the response(s) that most closely describe(s) your feelings.

1. Do you know what the purposes of your attending the Prep Center
were?

Yes
No

2, Did you enjoy going to school at the Prep Center?

Yes
No

3. Were you satisfied with most of the students from the other schools
while you were at the Prep Center?

Yes i
No ~

4. Did students from other schools treat each other kindly and fairly?

Yes
No

5. Do you think ‘that going to the Prep Center will help you get along .
better with other students when you go to high school?

Yes
No

1
1
1
o
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Did you feel that the students of different reces or backgrounds
treated you kindly and fairly?

Yes
No

Were the things you learned and did at the Prep Center useful in
helping you understand your local high school better?

Yes
No

I plan to attend:

1) Local public high school

2) Public vocational high school

3) A parochial or private high school
4) Other. Please specify

What type of program or courses do you hope to follow at the high
school you will attend?

1) General education program
2) Program for college preparation
3) Vocational elwcation program

What do you think of the high school you visited?

1) I think it is a great place.
2) I think it is OK.
3) I do not like the school.

How do your parents feel about your going to the local high school?

1) Wwe frequently talk about it.

2) It is just expected that I will go there.
3) We seldom talk about it.

4) I qon t know.

Did you enjoy visiting a class at your local high school while
you were enrolled at the Prep Center?

Yes
No

9.




(Obj. 1, 3 Pre.) , DATE

AREA HIGH SCHOOL PREP CENTERS AREA CENTER (CIRCLE) A B C

TITLE III, ESEA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS

STUDENT REACTIONS TO THE PREP CENTER PROCGRAM
Directions:

Do not put your name on this paper.

How do you feel about the Prep Center program? That is what
we would like you to tell us in this questionnaire. This is not a
test. You simply tell us how you feel about the Prep Center. Your ,
views will be useful in helping to improve the Prep Center program.

Read each question carefully. Answer every question by checking
the response(s) that most closely describe(s) your feelings.

* * * * * * * * * *

1. Do you know why you are attending the Prep Center?

Yes

No ( —
2. Will you enjoy going to school at the Prep Center?

Yes

No

3. Do you believe you will enjoy going to school at the Prep Center
with students from other schools?

Yes
No

4, Do you believe that students from other schools will treat each
other kindly and fairly?

Yes

No

& 1
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10.
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Do you think that going to the Prep Center will heip you to .
get along with other students when you go to high school? a

Yes . .
No .

Do you feel that students of different races or backgrounds
will treat you kindly and fairly?

Yes
No
I plan to attend:
1) Local public high school
2) Public vocational high school

3) A parochial or private high school
4) Other. Please specify

What type of program or courses do you hope to follow at the
high school you will attend?

1) General education program

2) Program for college preparation
3) Vocational education program

4) I don't know

What do you think of the local high school?

l) I think it is a great place.

2) I think it is OK.

3) I do not like the school.

4) I know little about the school.

How do your parents feel about your going to the local high school?
1) We frequently talk about it.
2) It is just expected that I will go.

3) We seldom talk about it.
4) I don't know.
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AREA HIGH SCHOOL PREP CENTRRS

*ITLE ITI, ESEA
CHTCAGO PURTIC SCHOOLS

-PREP CENTER PROGRAM FOLLOW-UP

The purpose of this questionnaire is to obtain your views
on the Area Prep Center you attended when you were enrolled in
eighth grade. We are also interested in finding out if the Prep
Center has helped you in high sehool. This is not a test. We
do not want your name.

Read each question carefully. Answer every question by

checking the response(s), that most closely describe(s) your
feelings.

] * * * * * % % * * *

Are you a freshman __ or sophmore o2

P

1. Did you keep some of the friendships you first made at
the Prep Center?

Yes:
No

2. Do you believe that attending the Prep Center helped students
from different races and backgrounds treat each other kindly
and fairly in high achool?

Yes
No

3. Do you believe that the visits you made to the high school
when you were at the Prep Center hélped you in getting acquainted
with the high school?

Yes
No

4. Are you participating in extra-clags activities (example: sports,
school clubs, plays, music, etc.

- Yes .
No \ o

List the activities:
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11.

12.
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Do you helieve that your study of occupations is useful to
you now that you are in high school?

Yes
No

Do you believe that going to the Prep Center helped you get
along better with students from other schools?

Yes
No

Were the things you learned at the Prep Center useful in
selecting high school courses?

Yes
No

Do you think that eighth graders should have the opportunity
to attend Prep Centers?

Yes

" No

Do you believe the tours you tool visiting different businesses
and agencies were useful?

L Yes

No

‘Do your parents believe that your attendance at the Frep
Center was useful?

Yes
No

Do you feel that your visits to the high school helped you to
learn how to get assistance from teachers and counselors in
your high school?

Yes
No

Do you beljeve that your study of careers has given you a
better idea of what type of job you hope to have?

Yeg
No

1()d
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T (0hg. B)
AREA H1CGI SCUO0L CREP CENTERS . DATE, _
TITLY IT1, LSEA AREA CENTER (CIRCLE): A B C
AU
| CHICAGH FURLIC SCHOOLS Q ELEM(ENTARY SCHOOL:
MALE ______ FEMALE
YOUR KNOWLEDGE ABOUT OCCUPATIONS
DIRECTIONS

You have just completed a unit on occupations at the Prep Center.
Please answer the questions below by circling ONE letter (a,b,c, or d)
which you believe is the most correct answer for each question. Do not
put your name on this paper; nobody wants to know “who says what." Read
each question carefully before answering.

1. ¥%hich one of the following is the best source of information
ahout occupations in which you might be interested?

a. The Encyclopudia
b. The Occupational Outlook Handbook
¢. The World Almanac

9. Who is the best person to go to in the high school about the
vorld of work?

a. A teacher
b. A counselor
¢. A coach

3. Which of the following occupations requires apprenticeship train-
ing before admittance to a union?

a. Secretary

b, Plumher

¢, Commercial Artist
d. Salesman

4. Which of the following fields of knowledge ara most important to
a student interested in becoming an enqineer?

a. liistory and geography
b, Science and mathematics
¢, Foreign language r




5,  What {2 the beat soutee of 4nformation about currently nvaflable
emplovment 7 '

a. Radlo announcements
b. Magazine axrticles
¢. MNewspaper want-ads
6. Which of the following occupations requires at least a four-year
‘college degree for entrance into employment?

a. Auto Mechanice
b. Sales clerk
c. Lauyer

d. Secretary

7. A student in Chicago who is 14 or 15 years of age and wishes to work
after schonl or ohtain summer employment must request a work permit
€rom:

a. The Burcau of Pupil Personnel Services, Chicago Board of Educntion
b. The local police station
¢. The tinited States Post Office

8. A person should begin making his career plans by looking first at his:

a. JInterests, aptitudes and abilities
b. His high school course bcok
c. MHis parents' cccupations

9. Which occupation would you choose if you like to work with people?

a. Chemist

b. Teacher

¢c. Truck driver

d. Construction worker

10. Which occupation would you choose 1f you like to work with things?

! a. Salesman
b. Social worker
¢. Teacher
d. Applianee serviceman

11, In a madern hotel, "front of the house" jobs include: :
a. [Lxecutive chef and housekeeper
b. Room clerk and bellman . R
¢. DBelt packer and molder
d. X-ray technician

12. Who issues the Social Security Card?
a. The United States Post Office .
b. The Office of HNealth, Education, and Welfare

¢s City Hall
d. Illinois State Employment Service
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AREA HIGH SCHOOL PREP CENTERS DATE —
TITLE ITI, ESEA ,
CHICAGO TUBLTC SCHOOLS . AREA CENTER (CIRCLF): A B C
Cos SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY VIEWS ABOUT THE PREP CENTER PROGRAM ’
\ Directions: .
) Do not put your name on this paper.
How do you feel about the Prep Center program? That is what we would like
you to tell us in this questionnaire. This is not a test. You simply tell
us how you feel about the Prep Center. Your views will be useful in helping
to improve the Prep Center program.
‘ Read each question carefully. Answer every question by checking the
response (a) that most closely describe(s) your feelings.
* * * * * * *
1. The Prep Center has improved the students' understanding of high school.
Yes |
No
2. Do you believe that students from the different feeder schools have
enough opportunity to interact with each other?
Yes
No
3. Was information about the Prep Centers adaquately disseminated throughout
the community?
Yes
No
4. Sufficient opportunity was provided the Prep Center students to study
the co-curricular class activities at the high school.
Yes
No
5. Did the students from the various feeder aschools adjust © each other quite
well at the Prep Center?
Yes -
———NO L]
6. Students were given sufficient opportunity to become acquainted with the
high school. .
Yes -
No
o 10()




(Oby. 6)
7. Students had sufficient nﬁportunities to meet with the high school
coutiselor.
Yes
___No
8. Students were provided with sufficient opportunities to study and
vigit community agencies.
Yes .
No ' )
9. Parents and the members of the coulnunit:y are sufficiently involved
in the Prep Center program. o ‘
Yes . ’
No
10. Additional comments:
!
9/73
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Section IIIl

Al

Bl

Change in the Local Educational Agency

As a result of the model program established in this project,
communication between high school and elementary school
faculties has increased. Both groups have seen the beneficial
effects of the orientation program.

Eighth grade teachers from 31 public and 7 nonpublic schools
have become more aware of the need to better orient eighth
graders to the high school environment. Teachers from these
feeder schools have visited the high school during the three
week period. While there they had the opportunity to study
the curriculum, guidance program, extra-curricular activities,
and become familiar with the physical plant.

The project has provided teachers with a variety of experiences
in the area of career information and has enabled them to
develop teaching units supported by this essential knowledge.

Due to their involvement in this project, the participating
teachers are better equipped to orient future eighth graders
who may not have the opportunity to attend a prep center.

Staff of the three high schools have become more aware of the
problems facing the freshman who is leaving the familiar
environment of a small school. They have seen the effeat of
Prep Center experience on the freshman who enters with know-
ledge of many aspects of the high school.

and C. Cooperating Agencies

Interested individuals and community agencies have given
generously of their time and resources to help the Area High
School Prep Centers develop a program designed to meet program
objectives. Businesses, community organizations, and public
agencies offered the students a variety of guided tours, and
representatives from these groups were made available for student
interviews. The following organizations and agencies cooperated
by providing the field experiences which enabled pupils to
observe a wide svectrum of occupations:

Adler Planetarium

American National Bank

Beverly Bank

Calumet Region Sewage Plant

Chicago Histoxical Society

City of Chicago:
City Hall
Civic Center _ :
Fire Department: Fire Academy and Fire Boat
Police Department Communication Center
Water Filtration Plant '
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Chicago Mercantile Exchange
Chicago Sun—Times
Children's Memorial Hospital
Clarke Equipment Company
Field Museum of Natural History
First National Bank of Chicago
Hull House
Jay's Potato Chip Company
Johnson Publications .
Jones Commercial High Schoo
Lincoln Park Zoo
Lownick Medical Center
Malcolm X College
Museum of Science and Industry
Oriental Institute
Patricca's Restaurant
Platt's Historic House
Prosser Vocational High School
Quaker Oats Company
Queen of the Sea Restaurant
Reed's Photography
. Schwinn Bicycle Company
Shedd Aquarium
Sherwin-Williams Paint Company
Trans World Airlines - O'Hare Field
United Parcel Service
United States Post O0ffice ~ Main Branch
University of Chicago
University of Illinois at Chicago Circle
Washburne Trade School
Westinghouse Vocational High School

Representatives of the following community agencies and business
establishments visited centers and addressed the pupils:

Bartolomeo and Hansen, Architects
Better Business Bureau
Commonwealth Edison Company
Chicago Board of Education:

Farragut High School

Morgan Park High School

Senn High School
Chicago Tribune
City of Chicago Police Department
Cook County Forestry Bureau
Illinois Bell Telephone CompAgZ
Illinois Environmental Protecitlion Agency
Peoples Gas Light and Coke Company
Powers School of Modeling

i //
£

A
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St. Xavier College

Social Security Administration

Trinity Lutheran Church

United Airlines

United States Internal Revenue Service

United States Navy/Armed Forces Career Opportunities

The interest, enthusiasm, questions, and comments of the students
provided the adult community with a new awareness of the
potentials, aspirations, and career goals of eighth graders.

Amohg their conclusions the outside evaluators included this

significant paragraph in their Final Report of the 1972~1973
school year:

The Area Prep Center is certainly a model for the
involvement of the community with education. The
students visit many community agencies covering
the business, educational, professional and re-
ligious spectrum. The activities include having
community members visit the students at the center.
This total community approach surely has given the
staff and students a perspective that is typically
not available.

Section 1V

Funds for the continued operation of the three Area
High School Prep Centers were included in the 1974-75
supplementary budget of the LEA.

Faced with many budgetary requests for its limited funds,
the Board of Education acknowledged the evaluator's report
that the model centers "serve a most useful function with'
attainable goals."

Strong support has been developed and was expressed to the
respective area associate superintendents by the parents,
community, and professional staff of the local high schools
and their feeder schools.

’I

Prep Ceunter staff have used a variety of media to disseminate
information on the rationale, objectives, procedures, and re-
sults of the project:

Brochures - A descriptive brochure was prepared
' and then revised annually to reflect
changes and current evaluation results.
Approximately 5,000 copies were distributed
\ to parents of prospective participants,
community persons, and other interested
individuals.
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Newsletters -

News Items

Meetings

Displays

Personal Con-

tacts

During the first year, newsletters were
sent to participating elementary and high
schools for distributionm to professional
and paraprofessional staff, parents of
elghth graders, school advisory councils,
and community groups.

Me tropolitan and neighborhood newspapers
have published news items about the project.
Articles were also published in the '"Chicago
Principals Reporter" and in the "Title III
Quarterly."

The project has also been described in several
publications of the Chicago Board of Education,
Department of Government Funded Programs.

Local--

Staff of the project have addressed groups
of patrents and school advisory councils.
They have discussed the activities with

the professional staff of individual schools
and with principals and advisory councils
assembled at the distyxict level.

Area--

The Area A High School Prep Center partici-
pated in Area A Expo in May 1973 and again

in May 1974 by displaying materials, pictures,
and slides depicting the project.

Statewide Title III-~-

The Area High School Prep Center staff pre-
sented the prcject and displayed materials at
the two-day educational symposium, "What's .
Right with Illinois Education" in August 1973,
and at the Second Quincy Conference on October
17-19, 1973. ‘

Staff assembled display materials which included
charts, photographs, slides, and curriculum
materials to tell the story of the prep centers
to all types of audiences.

As a part of the project's career information
program, staff met with and disseminated
information to many business firms, public
agencies, and professional persons. As a re-
sult, some organizations allowed students to
participate in guided tours of their establish-
ments or sent representatives to the project site
as speakers.
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Locally, very effective dissemination came from student
participants and their parents:

Student Newspapers — At two of the three centers,
students published a newspaper
during each session. Through
this medium they expressed their
interest, enthusiasm, and learning
directly to their parents, to fellow
students, and to staff in the feeder
schools.

Student Logs — Daily logs kept by each student became
an important means of informing
parents of prep center activities.
These logs were taken home at the end
of each session.

In addition to the "Area High School Prep Center Chronicle"
published in 1971 and the annually revised editions of the
project brochure, dissenination articles have appeared in the
following:

Newspapers—-

Beverly Review - March 22, 1972

Chicago Tribune - September 26, 1971 and March 5, 1972

Clark News - March 1973 (Clark Equipment Corpany)

Empehi - Morgan Park High School

Lerner Newspapers - September 18, 1973

North Town News - April 11, 1973 ,

Southtown Economist - February 29, 1971, October 2, 1971,
February 16 and 23, 1972, March 14,
18, and 26, 1973, February 27, 1974.

Village Green - Mt. Greenwood Elementary School

Professional Periodicals-- . ]

"Chicago Principals Reporter" - Spring 1973
"Forces for Change in Illinois Schools"
"Title III Quarterly" - Spring 1973

Board of Education, City of Chicago--

General Superincendent's Bulletin #73-909 - August 8, 1973
Newsletters published by Department of Government Funded
Programs

Program Descriptions 1971, 1972, 1973

Spotlight - February 1973

Summer Program Summary Report
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Section VII

One copy of each of the following items produced by the
project was submitted to the Title III, ESEA Office at the
time that it was produced.

J
Brochure - original and revised editions

Area High School Prep Centers - "Chicago Principals

Reporter," Spring 1973 N
Area High School Prep Centers - '"Title IIL Quarterly,"

Spring 1973 -
All news items listed in Section VI
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SUSIARY - AURHGRIZATIUNG, EYPENDITURES AND EALAKCE OF TIILE ity, ESER, FUNDS

I, UNEXPENOED FUNOS FROM GEANT AWARDED FOR

- PRIOR BUDCET PFRIOD 38,822
l -~ 2. APPROVED GRANT AWARD FOR BUDGET PERIOD
INDICATED 232,793

3.  ToTaL FUNDS AUTHORIZED FOR BUDGET
PER10D INDICATED 271,615

%, EXPENDITURES DURING BMDSET PER|VD
INDICATED 265,753

5,  UNEXPENDED FUNOS FOR THE BUDGEY PERIOD
inDicaten (ITeM 3 Mitus I7em §) . 5,862

CUHULATIVE TOTALS - GRANT AWAROS AND CASH RECEIVED SINCE INCEPTION OF PROJECT

1. GRANT AWAROS 835,295

2. CASH RECEIVF 233,980

THIS FISCAL REPORT IS CORRECT AND THE EXPENDITURES INCLUDED
HEREIN ARE DEEMED PROPEALY CHARGEABLE 10 THE

GRANT AWARD

EOUCATIONAL SERVICE REGISH

SIGNATURE OF FRugecT DirCeTOR OaYE
a .
i
SIGKATURE OF THL SUPERINTENDENT Dave
0¢ AOMINISTRATIVE DISTYRICT
[ ¥
SIGNATURE OF SUPERINTENDENT, OAte

T




STATE OF ILLINOIS
OFFICE OF THE SUPERIMTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
MICHAEL J. BAKALIS, SUPERINTENDENT

Titie 111, ESEA Section
316 South Second Street
Springtioid, Hiinois 62706

PROPOSED BUDGET SUMMARY / EXPENDITURE REPORT OF TITLE i, m.m.m.bcmczcm i~
——f
-y
NAME AND ADDRESS OF ADMINISTRATIVE OISTRICT
Chicago Board of Education
228 North LaSalle Street, Chicago, Illinois 60601
TYPE OF REPORT (Check ones) ILLINOIS GRANT NUMBER PRO:'ZCTED RUDGET PERIOD
Proposed Budget Summery L Estimeted Expenditure Report Final Expenditure Report 155-3-7 3 Beginning Oate 6 \ 30 \ 73 Ending Oste 6 \N 2 \ 74
Expenditure Accounts - EXPENSE CLASSIFICATION .
FUNCTIONAL ACCT. SALARIES CONTRACTED ( MATERIALS OTHER TOTAL
CLASSIFICATION NO. | protessona, | o MNon- SERVICES suPDDes TRAVEL EQUIPMENT EXPENSES | EXPENOITURES
1. Administration 100 33,217 2,651 1,000 754 XX XXXXX . 37,622
2. Instruction 200 | 119,945 5,540 3,000 3,027 2,265 XX xxxxy] 209 133,986
3. >zn_:am:na Services 300 XX XXXXX
4. Health Sarvices 400 XX XXXXX
5. Pupil Transportation ;
Services 500 28,226 X X X X % X X 28,225
6. Operation of Plant 600 XX XXX XX 533 533
7. Maintenance of Plant 700 XXX XXXX
9. Food Services 900 uuumm XXXXAXXX wuwma
10. Student-Body Activities 1000 XX XXX XX
11. Community Services 1100 5,757 1,534 , XX XXX XX 7,291
12. Remodeling 1220 X X X X XXX
13. Capnal Outlay-Equipment
Only 1220 [ XXX XXX I XXX XXXX [ XXXXXXX | XXXXXXX[XXXXXXX XXXXXXXX OB
B
14, Total 175,570 11,683 71,712 3,027 3,019 742 Nmm.qmuumm
E vm
OSP! 6604 (3/72) [Formerly $0-03:1021 (10) Area High School Prep Centers




